
MEMOIRS OF THE WOOLGATHERERS 

Characters 

ISAAC: Isaac, thirteen years old, lives in Toledo in 1994. He is a skinny guy who wears thick 

glasses and therefore he is not really a good-looking boy. He is obsessed with both History and 

dictionaries, in which he searches for the meanings of words to imagine huge battles. Pedantic 

yet intelligent, Isaac has a well-furnished head and clear ideas to be able to collect all the pieces 

of information out from the stories that happen to his friend Fini, to his grandfather, and to 

himself. Although with a certain mental rigidity, he is a person with great capacity for abstrac-

tion.  Isaac lives with his  grandparents and his  mother,  who is  a  single mother.  Hence,  his 

grandfather Simon happens to be his father figure. When Simon hands him a secret diary, 

shortly before his death, Isaac becomes interested in the story he tells about a passageway dug 

in his own home during the Spanish civil war. He also worries about his grandmother's health 

since she has decided to stop eating by losing the will to live due to the death of her husband. 

Isaac is a good-natured guy, always concerned with making things work out for him, if possible, 

of course. Sometimes he messes up because he is about to vaporize himself into adolescence. 

This will happen as long as the story unfolds. 

SIMÓN: Simón is Isaac’s grandfather. He is a man with a big heart who died in Toledo in 

1994. His origin is Jewish. He is a good-looking, slender, and educated man who had to inter-

rupt his studies at the Faculty of Philosophy of Madrid because of the sudden death of his fat-

her as a result of a terrible accident. Simón then had to return to Toledo to take over the family 

business shortly before the outbreak of the Spanish civil war. Being in love with philosophy 

and books, Simón is a docile person who never tries to get into trouble. Above all, he is a man 

of integrity. Tenacious, methodical and demanding of himself, Simón is tolerant, patient and 

austere. He is a pacifist man by nature and someone of great temperance. Being a fair guy, he 

tries to avoid irrational debates or absurd controversies in times of war. Simón is deeply in love 

with Dulce, a stubborn military woman whose beauty is like those of Greek but her heart is  

hard like a rock. After his father's death, Simón feels responsible for his heart-sick mother and 

his sixteen-year-old brother Isaac, much more vehemently than he is. At the end of his days, 

obsessed by the story he had to live, Simón loses his mind imprisoned by his own regrets. Ho-

wever, luckily he has his only grandson, Isaac, the best companion on the road with whom to 

share confidences that will eventually reveal a mystery unsolved for decades.



MEMOIRS OF THE WOOLGATHERERS 

Characters 

FINI: Like Isaac, Fini is thirteen years old. She lives in Toledo in 1994. Physically ugly and tas-

teless in her outfit, she usually wears glasses, a long braid in her hair and weird skirts combined 

with embroidered shirts. Therefore, she is not too popular among her classmates. Fini is talka-

tive and extremely melodramatic. As a fan of Agatha Christie's novels she lives each daily epi-

sode of her life as if it were a great mystery to solve. She has an enormous imagination and a 

certain tendency to exaggeration. She is very emotional, sometimes bordering on hypersensiti-

vity. Fini does not give up easily, although sometimes she is naive. As she still remembers her 

childhood teacher, Eloísa, she decides to start writing letters to regain contact with her. Little 

by little, as the relationship between student and teacher grows, In order to find out who be-

trayed her, Fini decides to embark Eloísa on the resolution of an incident that happened in her 

class during the election of the class representative,  in which she suffered the humiliation of 

almost all her classmates —except three of them. She needs to know whether or not her best 

friends betrayed her. As she crosses the path towards the resolution of this enigma by the hand 

of Eloísa, Fini ends up maturing and leaving her childhood to finally enter adolescence.

ELOÍSA:  Eloísa is a recently retired and lonely teacher who lives in Madrid in 1994. She 

taught primary school in Toledo years ago; but after moving to Madrid she hardly leaves her 

home. She is an elegant and cultured woman with white hair, although somewhat physically 

abandoned. She lives with her Siamese cat, Valentino, who keeps her company. A fan of grapho-

logy, Eloísa has spent many hours analyzing the calligraphies of different people to the point of 

being able to carry out an in-depth psychological analysis of the personality of any author of a 

manuscript even without knowing him or her. Being a film and a jazz lover, she often watches 

classic movies and listens to Ella Fitzgerald’s or Billie Holliday’s songs. When she starts recei-

ving letters from Fini, a former student, an adventurous spirit is awakened inside her prom-

pting her to abandon her routine and get involved in solving a mystery that her student poses 

through mail. Eloísa is a persistent woman who uses her best endeavours to get to the bottom 

of the truth of any matter. She hardly throws in the towel until she succeeds. In her personal 

life she has not had much luck since she remains single and without offspring. However, life 

has a surprise in store for her that she could never imagine —even in her best dreams.


